
COASTAL MARINE STRATEGY IMPLEMENTATION

Update on Implementation Planning

June 5, 2025



Today

• Strategy Overview

• Scope and Content

• Current Context

• Initial implementation engagement

• Emerging opportunities

• Open Q&A
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Strategy Overview

3

For the first time, we now have a shared vision 

and policies in place that:

• Aim to protect and enhance a broad 

spectrum of marine values over the next 20 

years.

• Provide clarity and guidance for Provincial 

staff to engage in marine stewardship.

• Commit to ongoing collaboration with First 

Nations, and engagement with local 

government, and stakeholders.

• Bridge other government initiatives (e.g., 

BCSRIF, CCCW, MaPP/MPA Network).



Scope of the Strategy
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• Applies across tidal waters throughout the 

BC Coast.

• Largely focuses on provincial roles in coastal 

marine stewardship.

• Leverages opportunities with Federal 

government while advocating on issues of 

shared provincial / First Nations interests.

• Reflects shared interests, developed 

through close collaboration, of the Province 

and First Nations on a “coast-wide” basis.



Considerations for Implementation
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Strategy Content
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• Strategy sets out nine goals organized under 

four themes that together aim to achieve the 

strategy’s vision.

• Actions and activities include:

• Existing initiatives underway (e.g. BCSRIF, 

MaPP, and MPA Network Implementation).

• Net new initiatives to be implemented with 

existing resources (e.g. exploring 

legislation); and,

• Net new initiatives that will require additional 

funding.

• The Strategy’s 20-year horizon means 

somethings will be done sooner and others later.



Shared Interests
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First Nations’ input and Public and Stakeholder feedback from 

Strategy development showed broad support for the vision 

and policy direction.

Key priorities that were emphasized included:

• Addressing marine pollution; 

• Protection and restoration of coastal ecosystems; resilience 

to climate change; 

• Advancing Indigenous self-determination;

• Creating meaningful legislation and policies; and, 

• Supporting a thriving ocean economy.



• A succession of intense wildfire seasons, 

natural disasters, drought, and political 

challenges have impacted the government.

• Government budgets are constrained with 

cost saving measures in place.

• Government primary focus is addressing 

needs for housing, healthcare, public safety, 

and responding to US economic threats.

• However, mandate letters do provide several 

means to pursue Strategy implementation.

Current Context
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Initial Implementation 
Engagement

• Implementation engagement has been 

completed with each of the three steams:

▪ Nations working with FNFC met February 24th and 

25th in person in Victoria, with additional virtual 

meetings on March 3rd and 4th. 

▪ Modern Treaty Nations – March 6th in person in 

Victoria

▪ Marine Plan Partnership – May 28th virtual.
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Update on Implementation Work

Initial prioritization focused on:

• Understanding our respective constraints and 
opportunities with respect to marine stewardship.

• Noting where our priorities align and differ.

• Shortlist of opportunities underdevelopment. Will 
outline:
• Ongoing initiatives
• Shared near term priorities (< 3 years or 

foundational)
• Deferred activities (> 3 years or pending funding)

• Implementation planning and initial implementation 
work will continue to use the three streams of 
engagement.
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Emerging Opportunities

Results from early the initial implementation 

engagement point to opportunities for:

Action 2: Protect and restore nearshore ecosystems

Activities that support this action:

•
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Emerging Opportunities

Action 4: Improve Salmon Survival

Activities that support this action:

•

•

•

•
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Emerging Opportunities

Action 5: Prevent Marine Pollution

Activities that support this action:

•
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Emerging Opportunities

Action 13: Support commercial harvesters

Activities that support this action:

•

•

•

•
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Emerging Opportunities

Action 14: Help restore First Nations traditional 
seafood systems

Activities that support this action:

•

•

•
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Emerging Opportunities

Action 19: Modernize policies and procedures

•

•

•
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Emerging Opportunities

Action 24: Plan for the Future

•

•

•
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Next Steps

• This spring:
oFinalize First Nations engagement 

summaries; and, 

oDevelop a coastwide summary.

• Share drafts with Nations over the 
summer and seek internal input on 
shortlisted actions.

• Confirm actions in early fall, 
schedule update meetings with 
Local Gov and Stakeholders, and 
begin new implementation work.
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Open Q & A
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