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July 15, 2026

Regional Initiatives, Land Use Planning and Cumulative Effects Division, South Coast region
Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship
200-10428 153rd St.
Surrey, B.C.
V3R 1E1

RE: Public Interest and Marine Safety Concerns Regarding the Draft Squamish Nation Land Use Objectives Order (LUOO) — Phase 2 Siiyamin Sites

The Council of BC Yacht Clubs (CBCYC), representing 15,000 recreational boaters and member clubs throughout British Columbia, submits the following formal response regarding the Draft Land Use Objectives Order (LUOO). Specific to the Squamish Nation Land Use Objective Order, we represent members of four boating organizations that depend on the recreational use of property on Gambier Island (Site ID 27).  The designation of a large area of the island to Squamish Nation land use objectives may meet the mutually agreeable purpose to protect the ecological integrity of the landscape, but effectively delegates the governance, oversight, and management of Public Lands to non-governmental entities without explicit, statutory safeguards to protect the broader public interest, and without proper, transparent public involvement from the outset.  The policy speaks to the protection of forest lands and the promotion of forest stewardship, all laudable goals and consistent to ours.  However, it still provides for forest harvesting opportunities (Section 10 (1)(2)(3)(4)) and promotes actions specific to the preservation of First Nation culture values (e.g. Culturally Modified Trees, CMT’s) while overlooking the values already ascribed to the land base by existing land owners and recreational boaters over the last century.  As Public Land all British Columbians have had access to forest walks and hiking trails to Gambier Lake and other spectacular vistas within Site ID 27.  Land owners adjacent or nearby the many proposed Phase 2 sites, attribute considerable value to the “public nature” of their proximity and accessibility.  Simply put, this order is incomplete in the absence of the recognition and preservation of these values.

We also note the large size of Site ID 27 relative to the other sites listed in Appendix A of the Order.  No appropriate rationalization or evidence has been provided to the public to justify the massive, sweeping scale of this polygon, or the location of its boundaries.  With this Order future land-based access (perhaps by road) between northern and southern properties is uncertain; the island is effectively divided by accessibility north and the south.

While we fully support and respect the preservation of indigenous cultural values throughout British Columbia, including CMT’s, the Crown must retain an absolute, non-delegable duty to protect the safety, access, and recreational well-being of all British Columbians.  As drafted, this Order represents an unprecedented outsourcing of land-use authority.  With management boundaries to the water’s edge Site ID 27 directly compromises public use, isolates marine access to the foreshore, and introduces severe impediments to everyday citizens who rely on Public Land for recreation and safety when seeking emergency shelter.  This goes beyond the needs of property owners to have negative consequences for anyone using the marine environment for recreation or commerce. 

To legally insulate public access and ensure that the values of all British Columbian’s are not compromised by a governance framework that does not consider the needs of all, the Council of BC Yacht Clubs insists that the following amendments be codified directly into the text of the Ministerial Order:

1. Section 3 Amendment (Forest Structure): Explicitly clarify within the legal text that "Forest Structure" restrictions do not apply to vegetation, deadfall, or trees where removal is required for the safe passage, construction, and routine maintenance of public or private transportation corridors, utility rights-of-way, and moorage/marine access facilities.
2. [bookmark: _Hlk234572905]Section 6 Boundary Resolution: Notwithstanding Section 2 and Schedule A, all established or proposed marine access corridors, public road allowances, and historically recognized trails leading to inland lake networks must be identified and excluded from the management of Phase 2 Siiyamin Sites.
3. Section 6 Shoreline Buffers: The shoreline boundary of Site ID 27 must be pulled back to establish an absolute geographic buffer above the high-water mark.
4. Reduction of Footprint: We request rationalization for the overall size and shape of the Site ID 27 land designation on Gambier Island with a view to a size reduction to be commensurate with the other 33 Phase 2 Siiyamin Sites in the Sea to Sky corridor. 
5. Section 10 Hazard Customization: Remove the onerous "no practicable alternative" restriction from Section 10(1)(a), specifically when managing direct tree hazards to authorized marine infrastructure, public utility corridors, and shoreline access paths.
Sound land-use policy must balance heritage protection with the ongoing safety, accessibility, and predictability of public marine networks. We urge the Ministry to integrate these critical, practical adjustments directly into the legal text of the Ministerial Order to ensure official clarity and legal certainty for all British Columbians.

Sincerely,
The Council of BC Yacht Clubs (CBCYC)




Roger Hind, President
c.c. Centre Bay Yacht Station
       West Vancouver Yacht Club
       Burrard Yacht Club
       Thunderbird Yacht Club
       Royal Vancouver Yacht Club
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